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1.0 PLAN SUMMARY 
 

The objective of the Clemow Estate East Heritage Conservation District Plan is to identify the heritage attributes that define the 

character of the District and to determine a framework to protect its cultural heritage value. This will be accomplished through the 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ provide guidelines for 

future developments to complement and enhance the character of the district. The Plan is intended to provide guidelines for the 

management of the area to help planners, homeowners, architects, policy makers and developers to enhance and conserve the 

ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǊŜǎƻurces 

This Plan was developed in three parts: historical and architectural analysis and study of the District, individual evaluation of the 

significance of the buildings located in the proposed district and the development of guidelines to assist in the management of the 

area in the future.   

/ƭŜƳƻǿ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ 9ŀǎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŜƴŎƭŀǾŜ ƛƴ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ DƭŜōŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΦ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊe 

ƻŦ bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ of Clemow Estate East and this study. 

 

2.0 POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 

The Clemow Estate East Heritage Conservation District will be regulated by both municipal and provincial policies.  These include 

Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act, revised 2005, the City of Ottawa Official Plan and the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS). 
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ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 
 

The Ontario Heritage Act regulates the protection of heritage resources within the province. A property that has been formally 

protected under the provisions of the Act iǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ άŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘέ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŀǊǘ ± ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Act, as amended on 

April 28th 2005, the municipality may, by by-law, designate any area as a Heritage Conservation District for its cultural heritage 

value. If a municipality designates a Heritage Conservation District based on these provisions, a District Plan shall be adopted. The 

Plan must identify the cultural value and attributes of the District and provides principles for protection.  

  

CITY OF OTTAWA OFFICIAL PLAN 
 

The Official Plan is hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ guide for the future development of the city. The Official Plan provides a framework for the 

conservation of heritage buildings in Ottawa. The Clemow Estate East Heritage Conservation District Plan was undertaken under 

Section 2.5.5.2 : 

άDǊƻǳǇs of buildings, cultural landscapes, and areas of the city will be designated as Heritage Conservation Districts under Part V of 

the Heritage Act. Any application to alter or demolish buildings which are individually designated or within a designated Heritage 

Conservation District or to construct a new building within a heritage conservation district will be supported by a cultural heritage 

ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΦέ 

 

2005 PROVINCIAL POLICY STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of the Provincial Policy Statement, issued under the Planning Act, is to provide municipalities in Ontario with policy 

direction on matters related to land use planning and development. Part V, Section 2.6 of the PPS provides direction regarding 

cultural heritage resources.  It states:  

 ά {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ōǳƛƭǘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎe landscapes shall be conserved; and 
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 Development and site alteration may be permitted in adjacent lands to protected heritage property where the proposed 

development and site alteration has been evaluated and it has been demonstrated that the heritage attributes of the 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜŘΦέ 

 

3.0  STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES 
 

The primary goal of the Clemow Estate East Heritage Conservation District Plan is to provide a framework and guidelines to ensure 

the preservation and enhancement of the area known as Clemow Estate East in the Glebe neighbourhood. Clemow Estate East is an 

area of the Glebe containing a high concentration of houses designed by renowned Ottawa architect, Werner E. Noffke in the early 

20
th
 century. The district is centred on Central Park and Patterson Creek, an inlet of the Rideau Canal, and was developed primarily 

by William Powell and his cousin Henrietta A. Clemow as an upper middle class suburb.  

Specifically, this plan aims to: 

 Ensure the retention and protection of buildings and landscapes that contribute to the heritage character of Clemow 

Estate East. 

 Encourage the ongoing restoration of buildings of cultural heritage value within the district. 

 Guide change so that new development or alterations to existing buildings are sympathetic to the heritage character of 

the district. 
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4.0  BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICT 
 

The boundary of the HCD includes the eastern portion of the former Clemow Estate, an area of architect-designed houses developed 

at the beginning of the 20
th
 century with Central Park at its core. Many of these houses were built facing Central Park and hence the 

District includes Central Park and Patterson Creek area as well. The boundary was developed to include other architect-designed 

houses and houses that were complementary to the heritage character of the district.   

All buildings within the boundaries were evaluated for their contribution to the district. The City of Ottawa uses a scoring system 

that establishes Categories 1 through 4 for buildings of heritage significance. The scoring formula is tailored to reflect the specific 

heritage values present in the district. The original reasons for studying this district were the concentration of buildings designed by 

Noffke and the relationship of these buildings to Central Park. As such, architecture and environment were weighted at 40% of the 

total score and history was rated at 20%.  A committee involving City staff and members of the community established the final 

scores through consensus. There are a total of 56 buildings in the heritage conservation district. The individual heritage survey forms 

held on file with the City of Ottawa Planning and Growth Management Department.  

Those buildings ranked as Categories 1, 2 and о ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ 

contribute to the overall heritage character and value of the district. Buildings ranked as CatŜƎƻǊȅ п ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άƴƻƴ-

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎέ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ of little heritage significance. Demolition of these buildings could be considered on the merits 

of the proposed replacement.  
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FIGURE 1: CLEMOW ESTATE EAST HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
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5.0  STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE AND DESCRIPTION OF 

HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES 
 

5.1  STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE 
 

The cultural heritage value of Clemow Estate East lies in its development as an early upper middle class suburb in Ottawa centred on 

a park, and featuring a number of architect-designed houses.  

The core of Clemow Estate East is Central Park, an early 20
th
 century park designed as a space for passive recreation and 

representative of trends in park design and in the beautification of the national capital by the Ottawa Improvement Commission. 

Central Park was one of the first district parks created in Ottawa and is significant for its association with early Canadian landscape 

architect, CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ мфло Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅǎΦ  

Clemow Estate East is a good example of an early 20
th
 century upper middle class suburb in Ottawa with an eclectic mix of houses in 

a variety of architectural styles. The arrival of the streetcar on Bank Street in 1891 allowed the growing upper middle class to move 

out of the core of the city and into an area of impressive houses and a population within the same social class.   

The Clemow Estate East district has houses in a very eclectic mix of architectural styles, many of which were designed by architect 

W.E. Noffke. A number of large impressive houses on the park and are landmarks within the neighbourhood and characterize its 

early 20
th
 cŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΣ 

with 10 confirmed Noffke houses, likely represents the largest concentration of Noffke designed buildings anywhere in Ottawa. 

bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΦ  

Clemow Estate East also has heritage value for its association with significant people and events in the history of Ottawa. The area 

was originally the estate of former Senator Francis Clemow and his brother-in-law William. F. Powell, a Conservative MPP for a 

number of years. The development of Clemow Estate East is credited to the heirs of the estate; William Powell, who is credited for 

reforming the Ottawa Police system as chief of police in the late 19
th
 Century and Henrietta A. Clemow, the daughter of Francis 

Clemow.  Henrietta Clemow and her cousin William Powell formed Clemora Realty to develop their respective estates in the Glebe. 

Henrietta is significant as an unusual example in Ottawa of a single woman in her 40s who was involved in real estate speculation in 

the early 20
th
 century.  
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5.2  DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES 
 

The attributes of Clemow Estate East that embody its value as good example of an early 20
th
 century upper middle class suburb 

include: 

 Houses designed by architect Werner E. Noffke at 1, 11, 12, 18, нлΣ нт ŀƴŘ ну /ƭŜƳƻǿ !ǾŜƴǳŜΤ рмр ŀƴŘ рмт hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ 

Street; and the Powell House at 85 Glebe Avenue. 

 The historic street pattern and lot divisions surrounding Central Park 

 The eclectic mix of architectural styles including Edwardian Classicism, Spanish Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival and Arts and 

Crafts.  

 Cluster of Edwardian Classicist houses on the south side of Glebe Avenue 

 

Those attributes of Central Park that make it the focal point of Clemow Estate East: 

 Central Park as the organizing feature around which the development is laid out 

 Arrangement of houses facing and backing onto Central Park and the interface between the private and public landscapes 

 Central Park as a ribbon of green that slices through the neighbourhood and the arrangement of lots that address the park 

and the street.  

Those attributes of Clemow Estate that embody its association with the early work of the Ottawa Improvement Commission (OIC): 

 Aggregate light standards along Clemow Avenue 

 Central Park including its: 

o Layout of walkways and paths 

o Relationship with Patterson /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ōǊƛŘge 

o Its use as a space for passive recreation 

o Rock steps at south west corner of the district 

o {ǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ Ŝŀǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

o Steps to Bank Street at the north west corner of the district 

o Banks, fence and rock wall of Patterson Creek 

 Layout and traditional function of Clemow Avenue as a ceremonial route connecting to the Queen Elizabeth Driveway via 

Monkland Avenue 
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6.0  DISTRICT ANALYSIS 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

¢ƘŜ DƭŜōŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŎƻǊŜΣ ōƻǳƴŘŜŘ by the Queensway on the north, the Rideau Canal 

on the east and south and Bronson Avenue to the west. Clemow Estate East is located in the north-eastern section of this 

neighbourhood. The proposed boundaries for the heritage conservation district are generally defined by Bank Street in the west, 

tŀǘǘŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƭŜƳƻǿ !ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ DƭŜōŜ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ was developed 

on a portion of the land granted to Thomas Fraser circa 1800 and later acquired by George Patterson in 1826. 

 

6.1  HISTORICAL ANALYSIS 
 

HISTORY OF THE GLEBE 

 

The Glebe was one of the earliest develƻǇŜŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ urban core as a result of the development of the 

streetcar on Bank Street and the Driveway system. The history of the Glebe dates to the late 18
th
 century but development did not 

really begin until the late 19
th
 Century.  Clemow Estate East was one of the large areas of the Glebe beginning to be developed at the 

end of the 19
th
 Century through developer speculation on upper middle class houses.  This section will examine the early history of 

the Glebe as a whole and then the development of Clemow Estate East within the overall context of the Glebe.  
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6.1.1 RURAL SETTLEMENT 
 

Prior to the creation of Upper Canada in 1791, the land of the present-day Glebe was used for hunting by the Algonquin First Nation. 

In 1793, after the establishment of Upper Canada, this land, consisting of primeval forest and swamplands, began to be cleared and 

subdivided for the new Nepean Township in the County of Dundas.1  The land was surveyed based on rural requirements and 

regardless of topography, a survey system used throughout the country. The land was laid out in lots and concessions. In the Glebe, 

Isabella, Glebe, Fifth and Broadway Avenues were bounded by Bronson Avenue to the west and Main Street to the east (prior to the 

canal) to form one lot.  

The first attempt to settle the land was in 1792 by George Hamilton who received a grant of 60,000 acres that he hoped to offer to 

100 prospective settlers.  By 1797, no land was settled, so the grant was revoked.  Hamilton had difficulty settling the land as the soil 

was mostly sand and glacial till- poor land for farming.  In about 1800, Thomas Fraser of Fraserville took up the grant covering most 

of the Ottawa area and by 1812 had sold the Glebe-area land grants to his sons.2   

Prior to the construction of the canal, there were no recorded settlers in the area.  In 1826, when construction began on the canal, 

George Patterson, Chief of the Canal Commissariat, purchased Lot G from William Fraser and built a house near the present bank of 

the Canal and Patterson Avenue.  This was the first recorded habitation of the area and his presence remains in the name of 

Patterson Creek and Patterson Avenue.3  While building the canal, this area was flooded as far west as Lyon Street and the 

Queensway.  Prior to that, Patterson /ǊŜŜƪ ŦƭƻǿŜŘ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƛǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƭŜōŜ 

and First Avenues, then northwards to the present termination of Patterson Creek.     

In 1836, a 178 acre glebe, running west to east from present day Bronson Avenue to Main Street, and north to south from Glebe to 

Fifth Avenues, was granted to the Church of Scotland at Bytown.4  This chǳǊŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ 

                                                                 
1 Leaning, John. The Story of the Glebe. M.O.M. Printing: October 1999.  

2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid. 

4 Ibid. 
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Kent ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƛƴ ¦ǇǇŜǊǘƻǿƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƎƭŜōŜέ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ άƎƭŜōŀΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŎƭƻŘ ƻǊ ǎƻƛƭΦ5  In the Middle 

Ages, a glebe in Europe was land belonging to a parish, the revenues froƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΦ ! ƎƭŜōŜ ŘƛŘ 

not perform this function in Canada; instead glebes were land from which churches could earn money through land sales.6 

Construction on the Rideau Canal began in 1826 under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel John By of the Royal Engineers. The 

purpose of the canal was to provide access from Montreal to Kingston without having to pass through the possibly hostile American 

land along the vulnerable St. Lawrence river.  Originally designed to route norǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ƻǿΩǎ [ŀƪŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Ottawa River at Chaudiére Falls, Colonel By rerouted the canal around the Glebe to Bytown and Parliament Hill.  With this new 

route, the south and east boundaries of the present-day Glebe were created.  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŀƭΣ 5ƻǿΩǎ {ǿŀƳǇ ǿŀǎ 

flooded as a result of the St. Louis Dam near Carling Avenue, becoming present-Řŀȅ 5ƻǿΩǎ [ŀƪŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ ŘŀƳ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

present Echo Drive resulted in flooding of Patterson ŀƴŘ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ LƴƭŜǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ as along the northeast side of Lansdowne Park.  With 

the final touches completed in the winter of 1831-1832, Colonel John By officially opened the Rideau Canal on May 24, 1832.7 

 
6.1.2 INITIAL URBAN GROWTH 

 

Following the glebe land grant in 1836 to the Church of Scotland, the land was subdivided and leased until 1875.8  By 1878, the glebe 

land east of the canal was sold and the rest of the land to the west of the canal became known as The Glebe.  Subsequently, the 

church subdivided the glebe land into fourteen lots of ten acres each in anticipation of rising land rents with the influx of civil 

ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ муртΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƭŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊƛǎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀter 

following the arrival of the streetcar and the automobile.  During the mid-to-late 1800s, the glebe was not valuable land and there 

was little farming.  Instead, the land was mostly used for market gardens to supply produce to the urban dwellers.9 

                                                                 
5 Merriam-²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ ¢ŜƴǘƘ 9ŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ Merriam-Webster Incorporated, 2002.  

6 Leaning, John. The Story of the Glebe. M.O.M. Printing: October 1999.  

7 Marsh, James H. ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƛŘŜŀǳ /ŀƴŀƭΦέ The Canadian Encyclopedia. Historica Foundation of Canada 2004. 

8 Leaning, John. The Story of the Glebe. M.O.M. Printing: October 1999.  

9 Ibid. 
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The first permanent road to be built through the Glebe was Bank Street in 1865.  Up until 1865, Bank Street only reached as far as 

McLeod Street, having moved south as a result of commerce.  But demand for real estate and interest moved Bank Street south into 

rural Nepean Township and therefore into ǘƘŜ DƭŜōŜΦ  /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ муср ōȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ tƻǿŜƭƭΩǎ hǘǘŀǿŀ ŀƴŘ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊ 

aŀŎŀŘŀƳƛȊŜŘ wƻŀŘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƭƭ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ aŎ[ŜƻŘ ǘƻ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ .ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ƴƻǿ .ƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ time, 

William Powell was a member of the provincial parliament and by the 1870s, owned the south half of Lot G, from Patterson to Glebe 

Avenue.  Mutchmor, who owned the south portion of the Glebe, donated part of his land for the Bank Street construction.  By 1866, 

Bank Street crossed Patterson Creek and the canal on wooden bridges, which remained in use until 1912.10 Bank Street was 

completed in 1868 with a horse-ŘǊŀǿƴ ōǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǘǘŀǿŀ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŦŀƛǊƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƻŘŀȅ [ŀƴǎŘƻǿƴŜ tŀǊƪΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ 

being the only road in the Glebe, Bank Street was the primary force behind the urban development and growth of the  

neighbourhood.  

In the 1870s, the Canada Atlantic Railway was constructed along the present Queensway route.11  The route was originally a private 

Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ WΦ wΦ .ƻƻǘƘΩǎ ƭǳƳōŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ to provide connections to New York and Boston and to reach new land east of Georgian 

Bay.  In 1905, the Canada Atlantic Railway became the Grand Trunk Railway and was used to link the main line to Ottawa. 

With the expansion of Bank Street, commercial buildings began to appear in the late 1860s and early 1870s.  Important commercial 

buildings of this period included the Grove Hotel, built by William Powell in 1873 in the present day Clemow Estate East area. The 

stone hotel became a residence in 1891 but was demolished in 1907.   By the late 1870s, a depression hit and commercial and 

residential development in the Glebe slowed until the 1890s, when it was stimulated by three key events. 

6.1.3 URBAN GROWTH AND I NTENSIFICATION 
 

By the end of the 19
th
 century the Glebe was still a rural community.  In 1888, there were only 43 dwellings in the area.12  An open 

field stretched between Patterson Avenue, the creek, Bank and Elgin Streets, and most of the area west of Bronson was second-

growth forest.  However, the arrival of electric streetcars in 1891, the subdivision of the lands east of Bank Street and the 

                                                                 
10 Ibid 

11 Farr, D.M.L. A ChurŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƭŜōŜΥ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ hǘǘŀǿŀΣ муфу-1988: a history prepared for the occasion of the 90
th
 anniversary of 

{ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ hǘǘŀǿŀΥ мфууΦ  

12 Leaning, John. The Story of the Glebe. M.O.M Printing: October 1999. 
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construction of the Parkways and park system had a great impact on the pace of urbanization in the Glebe at the end of the 19
th
 and 

beginning of the 20
th

 centuries 

 
SUBDIVIS ION OF LAND 

 

During an economic boom around the turn of the century, one of the first developments of the glebe lands occurred when the land 

was subdivided into residential lots. Houses were first built on the east side of Bank Street between Glebe and Fifth Avenues, and 

ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ CƛŦǘƘ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƻƴ aǳǘŎƘƳƻǊΩǎ ƭŀƴŘΦ  

 

STREETCARS IN  OTTAWA  

 

The development of electric streetcars was a catalyst for urban development in North American cities in the late 19
th
 and early 20

th
 

centuries. Prior to the development of streetcar systems most people were bound to living within walking distance of their 

workplace. Streetcars provided the freedom of mobility that allowed people to live outside of the core of the city but still maintain 

easy access to the city centre for work and other amenities. Throughout North America, development of residential areas followed 

the streetcar route out of the core of the city. Many cities saw the development of streetcar suburbs which were isolated areas of 

residential development serviced by the streetcar system. These areas are equivalent to ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ auto-oriented suburbs. In the late 

19
th
 century, the development of the electric streetcar had a massive impact on the shape of Ottawa and was one of the catalysts for 

the development of the Clemow Estate East area.  

In 1889, the idea of expanding the street car lines to service a larger portion of the city as well as harnessing the new technology of 

electricity led to the development of the Ottawa Electric Street Railway(OESR). In 1890 the City of Ottawa received a proposal from 

W.H. Howland, former Mayor of Toronto and president of the Imperial Bank, to build five electric rail lines and have them in 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ муфнΦ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ IƻǿƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ months of Howland not being able to fulfill his obligations 

to provide a  guarantee, City Council narrowly (12-10 vote) awarded the contract to local businessmen, Thomas Ahearn and Warren 
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Soper.13  Soper and Warren were already well known in Ottawa for providing electricity for streetlights from the Ottawa Electric 

Company power station on Victoria Island, near Chaudiére Falls. 14 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

                                                                 
13 Ibid 

14 h/ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻΦ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ ƛƴ hǘǘŀǿŀΦέ ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƻŎǘǊŀƴǎǇƻΦŎƻƳκŀōƻǳǘψƳŀƛƴψсфсΦƘǘƳ 

FIGURE 3: THOMAS AHEARN 

 

FIGURE 2: WARREN SOPER 
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The agreed-upon route extended from the intersection of Rideau Street and Wurtemburg Street west along Rideau Street onto 

²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƻ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΤ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ǘƻ !ƭōŜǊǘΤ ǿŜǎǘ ƻƴ !ƭōŜǊǘ ǘƻ .ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /tw ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ƭƛƴes 

were to go south on Elgin from Wellington to Catherine; south on Bank from Albert to 100 feet beyond the gate of Lansdowne Park 

and north from Rideau on either Dalhousie or Cumberland. 15 

A number of other extensions and new services were proposed as well, a full map of the OESR routes can be seen in Figure 3 below.  

In June 1891, the first electric streetcars ran on four major lines: the Main Line, Bank Street Line, New Edinburgh Line and the Elgin 

Line.16  The inaugural run started at the Albert Street Barn and ran out the Bank Street line to Lansdowne Park, the two and a half 

mile trip took 12 minutes at a top speed of 15 miles per hour.  The electric streetcars ran in Ottawa on many different routes until 

1959 when the streetcars were stopped and the rails were taken out. 17 

The arrival of the electric streetcar along Bank Street to Lansdowne Park contributed significantly to the development of the Glebe in 

the early 20
th
 century. The streetcar line provided easy access to downtown and allowed the middle class to live in larger homes on 

bigger lots.  

                                                                 
15 aŎYŜƻǿƴΣ .ƛƭƭΦ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘŎŀǊǎΦ wŀƛƭŦŀǊŜ .ƻƻƪǎΥ tƛŎƪŜǊƛƴƎΦ нллп 

16 h/ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻΦ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ ƛƴ hǘǘŀǿŀΦέ ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƻŎǘǊŀƴǎǇƻΦŎƻƳκŀōƻǳǘψƳŀin_696.htm 

17 aŎYŜƻǿƴΣ .ƛƭƭΦ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘŎŀǊǎΦ wŀƛƭŦŀǊŜ .ƻƻƪǎΥ tƛŎƪŜǊƛƴƎΦ нллп 
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FIGURE 4: MAP OF OCPR AND OESR ROUTES IN 1891 
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FREDERICK TODDȭS PLAN FOR THE OTTAWA I MPROVEMENT COMMISSION 

 

Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier established the Ottawa Improvement Commission (OIC) 

ƛƴ муфф ǘƻ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ άŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΦέ18 The OIC was 

given a budget of $60,000 annually and reported directory to the minister of finance, 

W. S. Fielding. In 1903 the OIC hired young landscape architect Frederick G. Todd to 

prepare a landscaping plan for the capital.  Todd was one of the earliest landscape 

architects in Canada, establishing a practice in Montreal in 1900. He was well respected 

ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƎŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ [ŀǿ hƭƳǎǘŜŀŘΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

premier landscape architect, from 1896 to 1900. The firm was well known in North 

America for its work on the Emerald Necklace series of connected parks in Boston, 

Central Park in New York City and the original design of Mount Royal Park in Montreal.19      

In August of 1903, Todd presented his preliminary plan to the Ottawa Improvement 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ 

Buildings, the Rideau Canal and the Central Experimental Farm. His plan also called for 

the development of a series of regional, urban and suburban parks throughout the city. 

These recommendations and their implementation contributed to the development of 

the Glebe in the early 20
th
 century.  

                                                                 
18 ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ WƻƘƴΦ όмфуфύ ά/ƛǘȅ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΥ wŜƳŀƪƛƴƎ hǘǘŀǿŀΦέ Planning Perspectives. 4:1 pp. 79-105 

19 DƻǊŘƻƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ [Φ!Φ άCǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ DΦ ¢ƻŘŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ Journal of Planning History. 

2002;1;29-57 

 

FIGURE 5: FREDERICK TODD 



23 

 

¢ƻŘŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ hL/ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǇŀǊƪǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛty and to 

provide a ceremonial drive. However, in the design of the parkways, two major obstacles arose in the Glebe area. The first involved 

the location of Lansdowne Park with its stables along the canal shoreline, while the second obstacle involved the Fraserfield Lumber 

ŀƴŘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¸ŀǊŘ ōŜǎƛŘŜ 5ƻǿΩǎ [ŀƪŜΦ 20 In anticipation of a state visit by the Prince of Wales in 1908, the OIC began to build two 

ǇŀǊƪǿŀȅǎ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊƪǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǊƻǳǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ [ŀƴǎŘƻǿƴŜ tŀǊƪ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿΩǎ Lake causeway.  In 

1903, the OIC purchased the backwater 

at Patterson Creek to build the second 

parkway.  Although the Commission 

originally intended to use Glebe 

Avenue, which aligned with the present 

Carling Avenue for the parkway, the 

location of the railway yard resulted in 

Clemow Avenue being used instead.  In 

1907, the Commission drained and 

filled the Patterson Creek area to create 

Central Park and Clemow and 

Monkland Avenues as part of the 

parkway system connecting to 

Parliament, the Experimental Farm and 

Island Park Drive.21  Built on fill across 

Patterson Creek, the Clemow-

Monkland Parkway was laid out in 

urban lots in contrast to the original 

rural subdivision of the land.  Abutting 

lots were sold, with strict planning 

                                                                 
20 DƻǊŘƻƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ [Φ!Φ άCǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ DΦ ¢ƻŘŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ Journal of Planning History. 

2002;1;29-57 

 

21 Ibid. 

FIGURE 6: PROPOSED PARKS IN TODD'S PLAN FOR OTTAWA 
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controls attached, in which landowners had to submit to design controls by the OIC.  The Clemow-Monkland Parkway was planned 

to be a highly attractive route, especially along Clemow Avenue in the Clemow Estate East area, where wide boulevards were 

created and planted with American elm trees.   

The parkway through Lansdowne Park existed until 1926.  As the Clemow-Monkland Parkway could never be a true parkway, as it 

did not lead anywhere, the successors of the OIC, the Federal District Commission and National Capital Commission tried to rid itself 

of the responsibilities for the Clemow-Monkland Parkway.  With the expansion of the electric streetcars along Bank Street, the 

subdivision of the glebe lands, and the creation of the Parkways along the canal, this suburban community quickly grew during the 

first half of the 20
th
 Century.  

 
6.1.4 DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL PARK 
  

Central Park was one of the first district parks created by the 

Ottawa Improvement Commission (OIC) in the early 20
th

 

/ŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  ! ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ мфло Ǌeport 

to the OIC was a proposed regional parks system comprised 

ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǇŀǊƪǎΦ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ 

plan echoed the City Beautiful planning theory popular in the 

early 20
th
 century. The plan called for the development of 

parks and ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭέ 

benefits22. Consistent with the theory of the time, Todd felt 

that access to a variety of open spaces (from large natural 

parks or reserves to city parks and squares) would be 

beneficial not only to the citizens of Ottawa but it would be 

befitting of a capital city.23  These late Victorian ideas about 

parks ǿŜǊŜ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ 

                                                                 
22 ¢ƻŘŘΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪΦΦ άtǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǘǘŀǿŀ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦέ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфлоΦ 

FIGURE 7: CENTRAL PARK EAST FROM BANK STREET 
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άΧƭŀǊƎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǳƴǘŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řŀȅ Ŧrom the 

ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǎǘ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǎȅ ŎŀǊǇŜǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

ƭǳȄǳǊƛŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǿƻǊƴΚέ24 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ άtŀǘǘŜǊǎƻƴ /ǊŜŜƪ tŀǊƪέ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

¢ƻŘŘΩǎ мфло Ǉƭŀƴ όǎŜŜ Figure 6).  While Todd was not 

employed to implement his plan in the years following 

his report, the Patterson Creek area was acquired by 

the OIC and Central Park was ultimately completed in 

1912 becoming one of the first completed parks in 

¢ƻŘŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ  LnǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ 

maintaining the natural beauty of Patterson Creek, 

however, the OIC walled in the creek, filled it in west of 

hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ Street and planted Central Park with formal 

flowerbeds and pathways.  The OIC faced serious 

criticism for its ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ мфло tƭŀƴΦ Lƴ 

comments regarding Central Park, Ottawa architect 

and OIC Commissioner Colbourne Meredith noted that 

άŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ
Φέ25 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
23 DƻǊŘƻƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ [Φ!Φ άCǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ DΦ ¢ƻŘŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ Journal of Planning History. 

2002;1;29-57 

24 ¢ƻŘŘΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪΦΦ άtǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǘǘŀǿŀ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦέ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфлоΦ 

25 aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘΣ /ƻƭōƻǳǊƴŜΦ !ƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ άtǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǘǘŀǿŀ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦέ мфмо  

 

FIGURE 8: CENTRAL PARK AND PATTERSON CREEK 
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6.1.5 DEVELOPMENT OF CLEMOW ESTATE EAST 

 
Clemow Estate East was one of several areas developed in the early 20

th
 century in the 

Glebe. The area is a good example of developer speculation and the sale of a lifestyle as was 

typical of suburban development of this time. The upper middle class were looking for the 

pastoral setting of the country with the convenience of accessibility and proximity to the 

core of the city for employment and other amenities.  

There were three key players in the early development of the residential area surrounding 

Central Park: the developers, Henrietta Adelaide Clemow26 and her cousin William Powell 

and Werner E. Noffke, the architect they engaged to design a number of houses throughout 

the district including its most significant landmarks. 

 

 

 

 

HENRIETTA A. CLEMOW AND W ILL IAM F. POWELL 

 

Henrietta A.  Clemow was the daughter of the Honourable Senator Francis Clemow for whom Clemow Avenue is named. Senator 

Francis Clemow was born in Trois Rivières, Québec in 1821. Clemow came to Bytown in 1841 and soon began work as a journalist 

aƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ά¢ƘŜ aƻƴŀǊŎƘƛǎǘΦ ά IŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

                                                                 
26 άIŜƴǊƛŜǘǘŀ !ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜ /ƭŜƳƻǿέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά!ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜ IΦ /ƭŜƳƻǿέ ƻǊ ά!Řŀ /ƭŜƳƻǿέ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛous publications.  

FIGURE 9: HENRIETTA ADELAIDE CLEMOW 
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the Ottawa Gas Works.27 He was appointed to the Senate by Sir John A. Macdonald in 1885 and served as a Conservative senator 

until hƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мфлнΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜƛǊΣ ό/ƭŜƳƻǿΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻƴΣ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ŘƛŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎύΣ aƛǎǎ IŜƴǊƛŜǘǘŀ ά!Řŀέ /ƭŜƳƻǿ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

/ƭŜƳƻǿ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мфлнΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

remained unŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΦ /ƭŜƳƻǿΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-known cousin, William F. Powell became the manager of the estate and guided its 

development. Interestingly, Henrietta Clemow stayed involved in the work, 

which was unusual for a woman at this time.   

William Powell also inherited land in the area from his father, William F. Powell 

Senior
28.

 William Powell Snr. was a Conservative member of the Legislative 

Assembly from 1854-1866. He owned much of the area north of the glebe lands 

and east of Bank Street upon his death in 1889. William Powell was also well-

known in Ottawa at the end of the 19th century, with his most prominent role as 

the chief of the Ottawa Police. Appointed to the position in 1896, Powell 

dramatically changed the way the force operated by instituting better 

documentation methods, establishing bicycle patrols and a patrol wagon, He 

also required the officers to wear presentable uniforms and participate in an 

ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ tƻǿŜƭƭΩǎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 

force until the Second World War.29 

                                                                 
27 Ottawa Collegiate Ex-Pupils Association. A History of the Ottawa Collegiate Institute, 1843-1903. The Mortimer Company Limited, 

1904.  

28 ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ CΦ tƻǿŜƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά{ŜƴƛƻǊέ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ ά{ŜƴƛƻǊέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

distinguish father from son.  

29 Taylor, John. Ottawa: An Illustrated History. James Lorimer & Company, 1986.  

FIGURE 10: WILLIAM F. POWELL 
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Henrietta Clemow and William Powell formed Clemow-Powell Realty (later 

Clemora Realty) to develop the large area of land they owned at the north 

end of the Glebe. The Ottawa Improvement Commission drained their 

land in the process of developing the Driveways and the area was ready 

for development in the early part of the 20
th
 century.30 Powell and 

Clemow subdivided the lands beginning in 1906 with the subdivision of 

the land between Patterson Avenue and Glebe Avenue (then Carling 

Avenue) west of Bank Street to ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ά/ƭŜƳƻǊŀ tŀǊƪέ όǎŜŜ CƛƎǳǊŜ млύΦ 

Later, in 1912, Clemow and Powell subdivided their land on the east side 

of Bank Street, between Glebe Avenue and Clemow Avenue. This later 

subdivision surrounding Patterson Creek Park was the eastern portion of 

Clemow Estate that is included in the Heritage Conservation District. (See 

Figure 11) The area was developed as an upper-middle class suburb with 

impressive houses flanking the pastoral Central Park and Patterson Creek. 

Soon after subdividing, Clemow-Powell Realty engaged local architect W. E. Noffke to build a number of the houses in the area. 

There are 10 houses designed by Noffke in the District and at least one other that is likely a Noffke design.  

 

 

      

 

                                                                 
30 Ibid.  FIGURE 12: FLOWER BEDS IN CENTRAL PARK C. 1911 

FIGURE 11: CENTRAL PARK 2010 
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FIGURE 13: REGISTERED PLAN SHOWING THE 1906 SUBDIVISION OF AREAS WEST AND EAST OF BANK STREET THAT WERE KNOWN AS CLEMORA PARK OR CLEMOW ESTATE. THE 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT IS LOCATED IN BLOCKS K AND L. 
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FIGURE 14: REGISTERED PLAN SHOWING THE 1912 SUBDIVISION OF BLOCK L, THE LANDS OWNED BY HENRIETTA CLEMOW. 
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FIGURE 15: REGISTERED PLAN SHOWING THE 1912 SUBDIVISION OF LAND BETWEEN CLEMOW AND GLEBE AVENUE, LANDS ORIGINALLY OWNED 

BY WILLIAM F. POWELL 
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WERNER ERNST NOFFKE 

 

Werner Ernst Noffke remains ƻƴŜ ƻŦ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻƭƛŦƛŎ 20
th

 century architects, practicing in the city from 1901 until 1960 . There 

ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ hǘǘŀǿŀ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ IŀǊƻƭŘ YŀƭƳŀƴ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƻŦ bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎΥ 

άhƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ŀ bƻŦŦƪŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ bƻŦŦƪŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ bƻŦŦƪŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀ bƻŦŦƪŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƭƛǾŜ in a 

Noffke house, and be put to rest in a Noffke funeral chapel.31έ 

Noffke was known as a very versatile architect who was open to new ideas and styles. It has been noted that this openness was 

άǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦέ 32  

                                                                 
31 Kalman, Harold and Mackie, Joan. The Architecture of W.E. Noffke. Heritage Ottawa, 1976. 

32 Ricketts, Shannon. W.E. Noffke: an Ottawa Architect. aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ tŀǇŜǊΣ /ŀǊƭŜǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ мффлΦ 

FIGURE 16: CHAMPAGNE BATH, 1922 
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W.E. Noffke was born in Stolp (now Poland) in 

1878 and in 1883 the Noffke family immigrated 

to Ottawa. Upon arrival in Canada, the Noffke 

family became strongly associated with the 

small, but growing German community in the 

city.33 bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

architecture began early, at a time before the 

profession was formalized. As a teenager, 

Noffke apprenticed with local architect Adam 

Harvey and later pursued night study at the 

Fine Arts Association of Ottawa. In 1896, 

Noffke began working in the office of Moses 

Chamberlain Edey as a draftsman. Apart from 

his on-the-job experience with Edey, Noffke 

also made a series of contacts with future 

clients including William Powell.  Noffke set up 

a practice in association with George 

Northwood of Winnipeg in 1901. Many of 

bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿŜǊe the result of his 

early work in ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎ 9ŘŜȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǎƛȄ ǘŜƴŜƳŜƴǘ ōƭƻŎƪέ ŦƻǊ aǊΦ !Φ {ǇŀǊƪǎΦ 34   

In NoŦŦƪŜΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ he favoured the trend in domestic architecture of the time and built primarily large brick houses mixing 

classical elements with the Queen Anne Revival ǎǘȅƭŜΦ bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ мфлт ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴ WΦ /ƻŘǾƛƭƭŜ 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 5ŀƭȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ wƛŘŜŀǳ wƛǾŜǊΦ  9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-domestic work remains throughout 

Ottawa, including the Central Ottawa Post Office, built in 1938 combining elements of the Château style and the art deco style in this 

corner stone of Sparks Street. Noffke also designed the Champagne Bath in 1922, which exhibits elements of the Spanish Revival 

style for which he later became so well known. ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ Ƨƻō ōƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ мфсл ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ун ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΦ bƻŦŦƪŜ 

died four years later at 86.  
                                                                 
33 Ibid. 

34 Ibid.  

    FIGURE 17: J.J. CODVILLE HOUSE (NOW THE POLISH EMBASSY) 
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¢ƘŜ /ƭŜƳƻǿ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ domestic architecture.35  He was contracted by William 

Powell in 1913 to begin development of the Clemow Estate area surrounding Central Park and Patterson Creek. He was contracted 

to build five houses in 1913. It was in this development that Noffke began to truly show his penchant for the Spanish Colonial style, 

which would later become known as his favourite. The house he designed for William Powell at 85 Glebe Avenue in 1913 is a fine 

example of this style and is a 

landmark in the Heritage 

Conservation DiǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ 

version of the Spanish Colonial 

Revival style also illustrates his 

appreciation for the North 

American bungalow and Frank 

[ƭƻȅŘ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ {ǘȅƭŜ ŀǎ 

well as the architecture of 

²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ 

Sullivan. 36 bƻŦŦƪŜΩǎ ƛƴǾƻlvement 

in the Clemow Estate 

development seemed to 

progress after the 1913 contract 

to individual houses for specific 

clients including the Plaunt 

Residence at 1 Clemow Avenue 

in 1915. Noffke continued to 

design houses in Clemow Estate 

up until 1927. 

 
 
 

                                                                 
35 Ibid.  

36 Ibid. 

FIGURE 18: POWELL HOUSE, 85 GLEBE AVENUE 
















































