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SECTION 1.0: CLEMOW ESTATE EAST HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

STUDY  
 
The objective of this document is to provide an overview of Clemow Estate East through the historical context of the 
development and urbanization of the Glebe neighbourhood.  Clemow Estate East will be examined as an example of 
a typical upper middle class suburb of the early 20th Century driven by the arrival of the streetcar. This document is 
intended to support the proposed designation of the Clemow Estate East area of the Glebe as a heritage 
conservation district under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act. 
 

Geography 
 
The Glebe neighbourhood is located south of Ottawaôs downtown core, bounded by the Queensway on the north, the 
Rideau Canal on the east and south and Bronson Avenue to the west. Clemow Estate East is located in the north-
eastern section of the Glebe. The proposed boundaries for the heritage conservation district are generally defined by 
Bank Street in the west, Patterson and Clemow Avenues in the north, OôConnor Street in the East and Glebe Avenue 
in the South.  This area developed on a portion of the land granted to Thomas Fraser c.1800 and later acquired by 
George Patterson in 1826. 

 

1.1 HISTORICAL CONTEXT  
 

HISTORY OF THE GLEBE 

 
The Glebe was one of the earliest developed neighbourhoods outside of the urban core of Ottawa as a result of the 
development of Bank Street and the Driveway system. The history of the Glebe dates to the late 18th century but 
development did not really begin until the late 19th Century.  Clemow Estate East was one of the large areas of the 
Glebe beginning to be developed at the end of the 19th Century through developer speculation on upper middle class 
houses.  This section will examine the early history of the Glebe as a whole and then the development of Clemow 
Estate East within the overall context of the Glebe.  
 

1.2 RURAL SETTLEMENT  
 
Prior to the creation of Upper Canada (Ontario) in 1791, the land of the present-day Glebe was used for hunting by 
the Ottawa tribe of the Algonquin First Nation. In 1793, after the establishment of Upper Canada, this land, consisting 
of primeval forest and swamplands, began to be cleared and subdivided in 1793 for the new Nepean Township in the 
County of Dundas.1  The land was surveyed based on rural requirements and regardless of topography, a survey 
system used throughout the country. The land was laid out in lots and concessions. In the Glebe, Isabella, Glebe, 
Fifth and Broadway Avenues were bounded by Bronson Avenue to the west and Main Street to the east (prior to the 
canal) to form one lot.  
 
The first attempt to settle the land was in 1792 by George Hamilton who received a grant of 60,000 acres, that he 
hoped to offer to 100 prospective settlers.  By 1797, no land was settled, so the grant was revoked.  Hamilton had 
difficulty settling the land as the soil was mostly sand and glacial till- poor land for farming.  In about 1800, Thomas 
Fraser of Fraserville took up the grant covering most of the Ottawa area and by 1812 had sold the Glebe-area land 
grants to his sons.2   
 

                                                 
1
 Leaning, John. The Story of the Glebe. M.O.M. Printing: October 1999.  

 
2
 Ibid. 
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Prior to the construction of the canal, there were no recorded settlers in the area.  In 1826, when construction began 
on the canal, George Patterson, Chief of the Canal Commissariat, purchased Lot G from William Fraser and built a 
house near the present bank of the Canal and Patterson Avenue.  This was the first recorded habitation of the area 
and his presence remains in the name of Pattersonôs Creek and Patterson Avenue.3  While building the canal, this 
area was flooded as far west as Lyon Street and the Queensway.  Prior to that, Pattersonôs Creek flowed west of St. 
Matthewôs Church, through the present church site between Glebe and First Avenues, then northwards to the present 
termination of Pattersonôs Creek.     
 
In 1836, a 178 acre glebe, running west to east from present day Bronson Avenue to Main Street, and north to south 
from Glebe to Fifth Avenues, was granted to the Church of Scotland at Bytown.4  This church later became St. 
Andrewôs Presbyterian Church at Kent and Wellington in Uppertown.  The word ñglebeò is derived from the Latin word 
ñgleba,ò meaning clod or soil.5  In the Middle Ages, a glebe in Europe was land belonging to a parish, the revenues 
from which contributed to the parishôs expenses. A glebe did not perform this function in Canada; instead glebes 
were land from which churches could earn money through land sales.6 

 
Construction on the Rideau Canal began in 1826 under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel John By of the Royal 
Engineers. The purpose of the canal was to provide access from Montreal to Kingston without having to pass through 
the possibly hostile American land along the vulnerable St. Lawrence River.  Originally designed to route north 
through Dowôs Lake along Preston Street to join the Ottawa River at Chaudi®re Falls, Colonel By rerouted the canal 
around the Glebe to Bytown and Parliament Hill, as Lord Dalhousie refused to pay the inflated price set by Captain 
LeBreton for the LeBreton Flats area.  With this new route, the south and east boundaries of the present-day Glebe 
were created.  During the building of the canal, Dowôs Swamp was flooded as a result of the St. Louis Dam near 
Carling Avenue, becoming present-day Dowôs Lake, while a dam erected along the present Echo Drive resulted in 
flooding of Pattersonôs and Brownôs Inlets as well as along the northeast side of Lansdowne Park.  With the final 
touches completed in the winter of 1831-1832, Colonel John By officially opened the Rideau Canal on May 24, 
1832.7 

 

1.3 INITIAL URBAN GROWTH  
 

Following the glebeland grant in 1836 to the Church of Scotland, the land was subdivided and leased until 1875.8  By 
1878, the glebeland east of the canal was sold and the rest of the land to the west of the canal became known as 
The Glebe.  Subsequently, the church subdivided the glebeland into fourteen lots of ten acres each in anticipation of 
rising land rents with the influx of civil servants following Ottawaôs capital designation in 1857.  Unfortunately, land 
prices didnôt rise until almost thirty years later following the arrival of the streetcar and the automobile.  During the 
mid-to-late 1800s, the glebe was not valuable land and little farming was done.  Instead, the land was mostly used for 
market gardens to supply produce to the urban dwellers, and on which their nightsoil was spread.  

 
The first permanent road to be built through the Glebe was Bank Street in 1865.  Up until 1865, Bank Street only 
reached as far as McLeod Street, having moved south as a result of commerce.  But demand for real estate and 
interest moved Bank Street south into rural Nepean Township and therefore into the Glebe.  Construction began in 
1865 by William Powellôs Ottawa and Gloucester Macadamized Road Company as a toll road from McLeod to 
Farmersô Bridge, now Billings Bridge and the Billings Estate.  At the time, William Powell was a member of the 
provincial parliament and by the 1870s, owned the south half of Lot G, from Patterson to Glebe Avenue.  Mutchmor, 

                                                 
3
 Ibid. 

4
 Ibid 

5
 Merriam-Websterôs Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition. Merriam-Webster Incorporated, 2002.  

6
 Leaning, John. The Story of the Glebe. M.O.M. Printing: October 1999.  

7
 Marsh, James H. ñBuilding the Rideau Canal.ò The Canadian Encyclopedia. Historica Foundation of Canada 

2004. 
8
 Leaning, John. The Story of the Glebe. M.O.M. Printing: October 1999.  
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who owned the south portion of the Glebe, donated part of his land for the Bank Street construction.  By 1866, Bank 
Street crossed Pattersonôs Creek and the canal on wooden bridges, which remained in use until 1912.9 Bank Street 
was completed in 1868 with a horse-drawn bus service to the Ottawa Agricultural Societyôs fairground, today 
Lansdowne Park.  Despite being the only road in the Glebe, Bank Street was the primary force behind the urban 
development and growth of the Glebe.  
 
In the 1870s, the Canada Atlantic Railway was constructed along the present Queensway route.10  The route was 
originally a private railway for J. R. Boothôs lumber company to provide connections to New York and Boston and to 
reach new land east of Georgian Bay.  In 1905, the Canada Atlantic Railway became the Grand Trunk Railway and 
was used to link the main line to Ottawa. 
 
With the expansion of Bank Street, commercial buildings began to appear in the late 1860s and early 1870s.  
Important commercial buildings of this period included the Grove Hotel, built by William Powell in 1873 in the present 
day Clemow Estate East area. The stone hotel became a residence in 1891 but was demolished in 1907.   By the 
late 1870s, a depression hit and commercialization and urban growth of the Glebe slowed until the 1890s, when it 
was stimulated by three key events. 
 

1.4 URBAN GROWTH AND INTENSIFICATION  
 

By the end of the 19th century the Glebe was still a rural community.  In 1888, there were only 43 dwellings in the 
area.11  An open field stretched between Patterson Avenue, the creek, Bank and Elgin Streets, and most of the area 
west of Bronson was second-growth forest.  However, the arrival of electric streetcars in 1891, the subdivision of the 
lands east of Bank Street and the construction of the Parkways and park system had a great impact on the pace of 
urbanization in the Glebe at the end of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th century. 
 
SUBDIVISION OF LAND 

 
During an economic boom around the turn of the century, one of the first developments of the glebe lands occurred 
when the land was subdivided into residential lots. Houses were first built on the east side of Bank Street between 
Glebe and Fifth Avenues, and then continued south of Fifth Avenue on Mutchmorôs land.  
 
 

                                                 
9
 Ibid 

10
 Farr, D.M.L. A Church in the Glebe: St. Matthewôs Ottawa, 1898-1988: a history prepared for the occasion of the 

90
th
 anniversary of St. Matthewôs Church. St. Matthewôs Anglican Church, Ottawa: 1988.  

11
 Leaning, John. The Story of the Glebe. M.O.M Printing: October 1999. 
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STREETCARS IN OTTAWA  

 
The development of electric streetcars was a catalyst for urban development in North American cities in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. Prior to the development of streetcar systems most people were bound to living within 
walking distance of their workplace. Streetcars provided the freedom of mobility that allowed people to live outside of 
the core of the city but still maintain easy access to the city centre for work and other amenities. Throughout North 
America, development of residential areas followed the streetcar route out of the core of the city. Many cities saw the 
development of ñstreet car suburbsò which were isolated areas of residential development serviced by the streetcar 
system. These areas are equivalent to modern day auto-oriented suburbs. In the late 19th century, the development 
of the electric streetcar had a massive impact on the shape of Ottawa and was one of the catalysts for the 
development of the Clemow Estate East area.  
 
In 1889, the idea of expanding the street car lines to service a larger portion of the city as well as harnessing the new 
technology of electricity led to the development of the Ottawa Electric Street Railway. In 1890 the City of Ottawa 
received a proposal from W.H. Howland, former Mayor of Toronto and president of the Imperial Bank, to build five 
electric rail lines and have them in operation by 1892. City Council agreed with Howlandôs proposal but after months 
of Howland not being able to fulfill his obligations of providing a guarantee, City Council narrowly (12-10 vote) 
awarded the contract to local businessmen, Thomas Ahearn and Warren Soper.12 Soper and Warren were already 
well known in Ottawa for providing electricity for streetlights from the Ottawa Electric Company power station on 
Victoria Island, near Chaudiére Falls. 13 
 

 
Figure 1: Thomas Ahearn 

 
Figure 2: Warren Soper 

Source: Library and Archives Canada Source: Library and Archives Canada 

 

                                                 
12

 Ibid 
13

 OC Transpo. ñHistory of Public Transit in Ottawa.ò http://www.octranspo.com/about_main_696.htm 
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The agreed-upon route extended from the intersection of Rideau and Wurtemburg along Rideau onto Wellington to 
OôConnor; south on OôConnor to Albert; west on Albert to Broad and north to the CPR station. The other main lines 
were to go south on Elgin from Wellington to Catherine; south on Bank from Albert to 100 feet beyond the gate of 
Lansdowne Park and north from Rideau on either Dalhousie or Cumberland. 14 
 
A number of other extensions and new services were proposed as well, a full map of the OESR and the OCPR 
routes can be seen in Figure 3 below.  In June 1891, the first electric streetcars ran on four major lines: the Main 
Line, Bank Street Line, New Edinburgh Line and the Elgin Line.15  The inaugural run started at the Albert Street Barn 
and ran out the Bank Street line to Lansdowne Park, the two and a half mile trip took 12 minutes at a top speed of 15 
miles per hour.  The electric streetcars ran in Ottawa on many different routes until 1959 when the streetcars were 
stopped and the rails were taken out. 16 
 
The arrival of the electric streetcar along Bank Street to Lansdowne Park contributed significantly to the development 
of the Glebe in the early 20th century. The streetcar line provided easy access to downtown and allowed the middle 
class to live in larger homes on bigger lots.  
 

 
Figure 3:  Map of OCPR and OESR routes in 1891

17 

 

                                                 
14

 McKeown, Bill. Ottawaôs Streetcars. Railfare Books: Pickering. 2004 
15

 OC Transpo. ñHistory of Public Transit in Ottawa.ò http://www.octranspo.com/about_main_696.htm 
16

 McKeown, Bill. Ottawaôs Streetcars. Railfare Books: Pickering. 2004 
17

 Ibid 
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FREDERICK TODDôS PLAN FOR THE OTTAWA IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION  

 
Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier established the Ottawa Improvement Commission (OIC) in 1899 to beautify the city and 
to ñcreate a city worthy of a capital.ò18 The OIC was given a budget of $60,000 annually and reported directory to the 
minister of finance, W. S. Fielding. In 1903 the OIC hired young landscape architect Frederick G. Todd to prepare a 
landscaping plan for the capital.  Todd was one of the earliest landscape architects in Canada, establishing a practice 
in Montreal in 1900. He was well respected despite his young age as he had worked at office of Frederick Law 
Olmstead, Americaôs premier landscape architect, from 1896 to 1900. The firm was well known in North America for 
its work on the Emerald Necklace series of connected parks in Boston, Central Park in New York City and the original 
design of Mount Royal Park in Montreal.19      
 
In August of 1903, Todd presented his preliminary plan to the Ottawa Improvement Commission. Toddôs plan called 
for a federal parkway system to link the Parliament Buildings, the Rideau Canal and the  Central Experimental Farm. 
His plan also called for the development of a series of regional, urban and suburban parks throughout the city. These 
recommendations and their implementation contributed to the development of the Glebe in the early 20th century.  
 
Toddôs plan recommended that the OIC build a parkway to link the Parliament Buildings with other important areas of 
the city and to provide a ceremonial drive. However, in the design of the parkways, two major obstacles arose in the 
Glebe area. The first involved the location of Lansdowne Park with its stable along the canal shoreline, while the 
second obstacle involved the Fraserfield Lumber and Railway Yard beside Dowôs Lake. 20 Due to a state visit by the 
Prince of Wales in 1908, the OIC began to build two parkways at once.  The first parkway was routed through the 
middle of Lansdowne Park then across the Dowôs Lake causeway.  In 1903, the OIC purchased the backwater at 
Pattersonôs Creek to build the second parkway.  Although the Commission originally intended to use Glebe Avenue, 
which aligned with the present Carling Avenue, the location of the railway yard resulted in Clemow Avenue being 
used instead.  In 1907, the Commission drained and filled the Pattersonôs Creek area to create Central Park and 
Clemow and Monkland Avenues as part of the parkway system connecting to Parliament, the Experimental Farm and 
Island Park Drive.21  Built on fill across Pattersonôs Creek, the Clemow-Monkland Parkway was laid out in urban lots 
in contrast to the original rural subdivision of the land.  Abutting lots were sold, with strict planning controls attached, 
in which landowners had to submit to design controls by the OIC.  The Clemow-Monkland Parkway was planned to 
be a highly attractive route, especially along Clemow Avenue in the Clemow Estate East area, where wide 
boulevards were created and planted with American Elm trees.   
 
The parkway through Lansdowne Park existed until 1926.  As the Clemow-Monkland Parkway could never be a true 
parkway, as it did not lead anywhere, the successors of the OIC, the Federal District Commission and National 
Capital Commission tried to rid itself of the responsibilities for the Clemow-Monkland Parkway.  With the expansion of 
the electric streetcars along Bank Street, the subdivision of the glebelands, and the creation of the Parkways along 
the canal, this suburban community quickly grew during the first half of the 20th Century.  

 

                                                 
18

 Taylor, John. (1989) ñCity form and capital culture: Remaking Ottawa.ò Planning Perspectives. 4:1 pp. 79-105 
19

 Gordon, David L.A. ñFrederick G. Todd and the Origins of the Park System in Canadaôs Capital. Journal of 

Planning History. 2002;1;29-57 
20

 Ibid.  
21

 Ibid. 
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1.6 DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL PARK  
  
Central Park was one of the first district parks created by the Ottawa Improvement Commission (OIC) in the early 
20th Century.  A large component of Frederick Toddôs 1903 report to the OIC was a proposed regional parks system 
comprised of regional parks, suburban parks and district parks. Toddôs plan echoed the City Beautiful planning theory 
popular in the early 20th century. The plan called for the development of parks and open spaces for their ñmental, 
physical and moralò benefits22. Consistent with the theory of the time, Todd felt that access to a variety of open 
spaces (from large natural parks or reserves to city parks and squares) would be beneficial not only to the citizens of 
Ottawa but it would be befitting of a capital city.23  These late Victorian ideas about parkland were echoed in Toddôs 
report, 
 

ñélarge areas of untamed forest which can be set aside forever for the enjoyment of people who wish to get 
away for a day from the crowded city, who wish to wander in the woods where the wildest birds are at home, 
and where natureôs mossy carpet is still luxuriant and unworn?ò24 
 

Development of ñPatterson Creek Parkò was part of Toddôs 1903 plan as seen in the map below.  While Todd was not 
employed to implement his plan in the years following his report, the Pattersonôs Creek area was acquired by the OIC 
and Central Park was ultimately completed in 1912 as one of the earliest completed parks in Toddôs plan.  However, 
instead of following Toddôs concept of maintaining the natural beauty of Pattersonôs Creek, the OIC walled in the 
creek, filled it in west of OôConnor street and planted Central Park with formal flowerbeds and pathways.  The OIC 
faced serious criticism for their implementation of Toddôs 1903 Plan. In comments regarding Central Park, Ottawa 
architect and OIC Commissioner Colbourne Meredith noted that ñeverything had been done as it should not be 
done.ò25 
 
 

 
 

                                                 
22

 Todd, Frederick.. ñPreliminary Report to the Ottawa Improvement Commission.ò August 1903. 
23

 Gordon, David L.A. ñFrederick G. Todd and the Origins of the Park System in Canadaôs Capital. Journal of 

Planning History. 2002;1;29-57 
24

 Todd, Frederick.. ñPreliminary Report to the Ottawa Improvement Commission.ò August 1903. 
25

 Annotated version by Colbourne Meredith, OIC Commission. Todd, Frederick.. ñPreliminary Report to the 

Ottawa Improvement Commission.ò August 1903.  
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Figure 4: Proposed parks in Frederick Todd's report to the OIC26 

 

 

 
Figure 5: Central Park, looking east, 1920s 

Source: Library and Archives Canada 

                                                 
26

 Todd, Frederick.. ñPreliminary Report to the Ottawa Improvement Commission.ò August 1903. 

 
































































