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SeECTION 1.0: CLEMOW ESTATE EAST HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
STuDY

The objective of this document is to provide an overview of Clemow Estate East through the historical context
development and urbanization of the Glebe neighbourhood. Clemow Estate East will be examined as an exan
a typcal upper middle class suburb of the B&nA@ry driven by the arrival of the streetcar. This document is
intended to support the proposed designation of the Clemow Estate East area of the Glebe as a heri
conservation district under Parh®Quitario Heritage .Act

Geography

The Gl ebe neighbourhood is | ocated south of Ottaw
Rideau Canal on the east and south and Bronson Avenue to the west. Clemow Estate East is-located in the
eastern section of the Glebe. The proposed boundaries for the heritage conservation district are generally defir
Bank Street in the west, Patterson and Clemow Ave
in the South. Thisaadeveloped on a portion of the land granted to Thomas Fraser ¢.1800 and later acquired |
George Patterson in 1826.

1.1HISTORICAL CONTEXT
HISTORY OF THE GLEBE

The Glebe was one of the earliest developed neighbourhoods outside of the urtbaras@eesulditd the
development of Bank Street and the Driveway. system. The history of the Glebe datesetduhehlate 18
development did not really begin until thé Geatli®y. Clemow Estate East was one of the large areas of the
Glebebeginning to be developed at the end df@matl®y through developer speculation on upper middle class
houses. This section will examine the early history of the Glebe as a whole and then the development of CI
Estate East within the overaéhdarftthe Glebe.

1.2RURAL SETTLEMENT

Prior to the creation of Upper Canada (Ontario) in 1791, the land aefaph&fabsenas used for hunting by

the Ottawa tribe of the Algonquin First Nation. In 1793, after the establishment ohigdpedCemasisting

of primeval forest and swamplands, began to be cleared and subdivided in 1793 for the new Nepean Township
County of Dundadsl he land was surveyed based on rural requirements and regardless of topography, a surve
system usetirbughout the country. The land was laid out in lots and concessions. In the Glebe, Isabella, Gle
Fifth and Broadway Avenues were bounded by Bronson Avenue to the west and Main Street to the east (prior
canal) to‘form one lot.

The first attemiot settle the land was in 1792 by George Hamilton who received a grant of 60,000 acres, that
hoped to offer to 100 prospective settlers. By 1797, no land was settled, so the grant was revoked. Hamilto
difficulty settling the'land as the soiloslg sand and glaciaptbr land for farming. In about 1800, Thomas
Fraser of Fraserville took up the grant covering most of the Ottawa area and by 1812 hackadlhthe Glebe
grants to his sohs.

! Leaning, JohnThe Story of the Gleb&1.0.M. Printing: October 1999.

2 | bid.
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Prior to the construction of the daralvtere no recorded settlers in the area. In 1826, when construction began
on the canal, George Patterson, Chief of the Canal Commissariat, purchased Lot G from William Fraser and |
house near the present bank of the Canal and PattersorhisvemsetheT first recorded habitation of the area
and his presence remains t h e3 White muglding the cBralt thiss r s o r
area was flooded as far w t as Ly e@ekflddveédrwesedf Stand t
Matthewés Church, through he present church site
termination of Pattersonods Creek.

In 1836, a 178 acre glebe, running west to east from present day BromddaiGeraet, and north to south

from Glebe to Fifth Avenues, was granted to the Church of ScotlahdTaisBytmnch later became St.
Andrewbs Presbyterian Church at Kent and WdIl Il ingt
Afgl eba, 0 medSamthenMiddle Agesda glele in £wrapé was land belonging to a parish, the revenues
from which contributed to the parishés expenses.
were land from whichrches could earn money through lan@l sales.

Construction on the Rideau Canal began in 1826 under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel John By of the |
Engineers. The purpose of the canal was to provide access from Montreal to KingstorpashdhrtdugNing to

the possibly hostile American land along the vulnerable St. Lawrence River. Originally designed to route
through Dowbés Lake along Preston Street to join t
around the Gkelbo Bytown and Parliament Hill, as Lord Dalhousie refused to pay the inflated price set by Capt
LeBreton for the LeBreton Flats area. With this new route, the south and east boundaiiiey @&l8ie present
were created. During the buildingofathea | Dowbds /Swamp was flooded as
Carling Avenue, becoming prdseany Dowd s Lake, while a dam erected
flooding of Pattersond6s’  and drofoLansdoene Parkl ®ithghe inal we |
touches completed in the winter 618831 Colonel John /By officially opened the Rideau Canal on May 24,
183Z.

1.3INITIAL URBAN GROWTH

Following the glebeland grant in 1836 to the Church of Scotland, shedandesaand leased until?1By5.

1878, the glebeland east of the canal was sold and the rest of the land to the west of the canal became kno
The Glebe. Subsequently, the church subdivided the glebeland into fourteen lots of éenicipediranth in
rising |l and rents /swith the influx of civil servar
prices didndét rise until al most thirty yeaa s | at e
midtolate 1800s, the glebe was not valuable land and little farming was done. Instead, the land was mostly use
market gardens to supply produce to the urban dwellers, and on which their nightsoil was spread.

The first permanent road to ketboiigh the Glebe was Bank Street in 1865. Up until 1865, Bank Street only
reached’as far as McLeod Street, having moved south as a result of commerce. But demand for real estat
interest moved Bank Street south into rural Nepean TownsHgrentdhbeGlebe. Construction began in
1865 by William Powell 6s Ottawa and GIloucester M
Far mersdé Bridge, now Billings Bridge and the Bil
provincial parliament and by the 1870s, owned the south half of Lot G, from Patterson to Glebe Avenue. Mutc

? |bid.

* Ibid

*MeriamWe bst er 6s Col | egi at eMeBaneWebsemraarppratedT2002t h Edi ti on.
® Leaning, JohnThe Story of the Gleb®1.0.M. Printing: October 1999.

"Marsh,James HiBui | di ng t h eTh&kGadadianEnc@mpediHistorica Foundation of Canada

2004.

& Leaning, JohnThe Story of the Gleb®.0.M. Printing: October 1999.
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who owned the south portion of the Glebe, donated part of his land for the Bank Street construction. By 1866,
Street cr ¢ €&reakdndhadanaleon wooderdbridges, which remained in usBamkilSIB53.

was completed in 1868 with a-larsewn bus service to the Ottawa A
Lansdowne Park. Despite being the only road in than&|&beseB was the primary force behind the urban
development and growth of the Glebe.

In the 1870s, the Canada Atlantic Railway was constructed along the present Qde€hswayteowias
originally a privat e anatdprowideyconfections tb NewR ork adBodtdm énsl tol u
reach new land east of Georgian Bay. In 1905, the Canada Atlantic Railway became the Grand Trunk Railwe
was used to link the main line to Ottawa.

With the expansion of Bank Street, conbuidaigls began to appear in the late 1860s and early 1870s.

Important commercial buildings of this period included the Grove Hotel, built by William Powell in 1873 in the pr
day Clemow Estate East area. The stone hotel became a resideneeas d&9blisited in 1907. By the

late 1870s, a depression hit and commercialization and urban growth of the Glebe slowed until the 1890s, whel
was stimulated by three key events.

1.4URBAN GROWTH AND INTENSIFICATION

By the end of thehX®ntury th€lebe was still a rural community. In 1888, there were only 43 dwellings in the
areal! An open field stretched between Patterson Avenue, the creek, Bank and Elgin Streets, and most of the
west of Bronson was segwadith forest. However, theakofi electric’streetcars in 1891, the subdivision of the
lands east of Bank Street and the construction of the Parkways and park system had a great impact on the p:
urbanization in the Glebe at the end df ¢teatli®y and beginning of thes2@ury.

SUBDIVISION OF LAND

During an economic boom around the turn of the century, one of the first developments of the glebe lands oc
when the land was subdivided into residential lots. Houses were first built on the east side @&eBank Street be

Gl ebe and Fifth Avenues, and then continued south
° Ibid
YFarr, D.M.L.A Churchinthe Glehe St . Mat t h e9B8: a listoty prepared fot tBedo8casion of the

90"anniversary of Stt. Mattttthewds Gmuwridlc.an Church, Ottawa
| eaning, JohnThe Story of the Gleb&1.0.M Printing: October 1999.
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STREETCARS IN OTTAWA

The development of electric streetcars was a catalyst for urban development in North Americaff cities in the lai
and early 2Ccentuds. Prior to the development of streetcar systems most people were bound to living withi
walking distance of their workplace. Streetcars provided the freedom of mobility that allowed people to live out:
the core of the city but still maintainceasg o the city centre for work and other amenities. Throughout North
America, development of residential areas followed the streetcar route out of the core of the city. Many cities s:
devel opment of HAstreet c aesiderdtial bevelopned sewiced byhthe steetcar | s
system. These areas are equivalent to modernatsntadasuburbs. In the lated®ury, the development

of the electric streetcar had a massive impact on the shape of Ottawa and wasalyses dbrthteeca
development of the Clemow Estate East area.

In 1889, the idea of expanding the street car lines to service a larger portion of the city as well as harnessing th
technology of electricity led to the development of the OttaBtee&leRailovay. In 1890 the City of Ottawa
received a proposal from W.H. Howland, former Mayor of Toronto and president of the Imperial Bank, to buil
electric rail l ines and have 'them i n baafterrmartths on by
of Howland not being able to fulfill his obligations of providing a guarantee, City Couh@ilvogajowly (12
awarded the contract to local businessmen, Thomas Ahearn and W&operSampe\Varren were already

well known in Otta¥or providing electricity for streetlights from the Ottawa Electric Company power station c
Victoria Island, near Chaudiérelfalls.

&

LOL 2SN A2 0 - o

Figure 1: Thomas Ahearn Figure 2: Warren Soper
Sourcelibrary ad Archives Canada Sourcelibrary and Archives Canada

12 (i
Ibid
BoCTranspo fiHi story of Public Transit in Ottawa.o http:/ /v
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The agreedpon route extended from the intersection of Rideau and Wurtemburg along Rideau onto Wellingtol
O6Connor; south on O6Connor to Al e iThe ptheweagtineson Al

were to go south on Elgin from Wellington to Catherine; south on Bank from Albert to 100 feet beyond the g
Lansdowne Park and north from Rideau on either Dalhousie or @umberland.

A number of other extensions and negssemwie proposed as well, a full map of the OESR and the OCPR
routes can be seen in Figure 3 below. In June 1891, the first electric streetcars ran on four major lines: the
Line, Bank Street Line, New Edinburgh Line and thelElgive liirseigal run started at the Albert Street Barn

and ran out the Bank Street line to Lansdowne Park, the two and a half mile trip took 12 minutes at a top speec
miles per hour. The electric streetcars ran in Ottawa on many different routes in&istrt8b&arsendre

stopped and the rails were takéf out.

The arrival of the electric streetcar along Bank Street to Lansdowne Park contributed significantly to the develo
of the Glebe in the earlyc2itury. The streetcar line provided eass/tacdewntown.and allowed the middle
class to live in larger homes on bigger lots.

Rockeliffe |
Map showing the overlapping 7{
Ottawa City Passenger Railway (horse car) o pY
. . 2 A
and Ottawa Electric Railway in 1891 . %\oi\v%\y"
?\\*?, <( (Z
LS
\%\&
N ’ !
7 SLa0Ry | %
N y %&(/
3
A King Edward
:%: Widdle g
%] S Welinat Wellinglon,_ | = Rideau Wiirtemburg
g 1 Duke w\&g\’\ lvglhng on ‘ s v =
g | Cwen W Abetl Sappers Bridge g
& Dufferin Bridge €
Melaren
Not used
: S . Ottawa City Passenger Railway 1890
........ _/
Ll CAR Station ——— Ottawa Eleclric Railway 1891
Patterson
;e 0 :"ffii‘, M:gm‘
§ G
$
S
&y
Exhibition
Grounds

Figure 3: Map of OCPR and OESR routes in 189%

“McKeown, Bill. Ottawads Streetcars. Railfare Books: Pi
OC Transpo. fAHistory of Public Transit in Ottawa. o ht't
¥McKkeown, Bill. Ottawaodés Streetcars. Railfare Books: Pi
17
Ibid
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FREDERICK TODD& PLAN FOR THE OTTAWA |MPROVEMENT COMMISSION

Prime Minister Wilfrid Laesi@blished the Ottawa Improvement Commission (OIC) in 1899 to beautify the city an
to Acreate a &The QIC was gieraybudygdt of $60,808 gnhukllg &nd r@ported directory to the
minister of finance, W. S. Fielding. In 1903heddl@ung landscape architect Frederick G. Todd to prepare a
landscaping plan for the capital. Todd was one of the earliest landscape architects in Canada, establishing a p
in Montreal in 1900. He was well respected despite his young abhevakdek diaoffice of Frederick Law

Ol mstead, Americaods premier | andscape architect,
its work on the Emerald Necklace series of connected parks in Boston, Central Park in NewriginialCity and the
design of Mount Royal Park in Méhtreal.

I n August of 1903, Todd presented his preliminary
for a federal parkway system to link the Parliament Buildings, the Rideau@artedlaExpiremental Farm.

His plan also called for the development of a series of regional, urban and suburban parks throughout the city. -
recommendations and their implementation contributed to the development of the Glé&lsemuhe early 20

Todddés plan recommended that the Ol C build a park
the city and to provide a ceremonial drive. However, in the design of the parkways, two major obstacles arose
Glebe area. Thesfiinvolved the location of Lansdowne Park with.its stable along the canal shoreline, while tl
second obstacle involved the Fr a&Bbuefoiasthtavisitbytihdo er a
Prince of Wales in 1908, the OIC begdd twdyarkways at once. The first parkway was routed through the
mi ddl e of Lansdowne Park then across the Dowods L:
Pattersonds Creek to build 'the istended todse Glabe Averaug, . A
which aligned with the present Carling Avenue, the location of the railway yard resulted in Clemow Avenue
used instead. I n 1907, the Commi ssion drained al
Cemow and Monkland Avenues as part of the parkway system connecting to Parliament, the Experimental Far
Island Park Drg?eBui | t on f i | | a c r o sVienklénd Parkevay svas haidl sut iCurbarelats t
in contrast to the original subdivision of the land. Abutting lots were sold, with strict planning controls attachec
in which landowners had to submit to design controls by the OIC.-Mtiek@ledhBarkway was planned to

be a highly attractive route, especially along kemasvin the Clemow Estate East area, where wide
boulevards were created and planted with- American Elm trees.

The parkway through Lansdowne Park existed until 1926. AsNunki@mrdd®arkway could never be a true
parkway, as it did not lead lamgwthe successors of the OIC, the Federal District Commission and National
Capital Commission tried to rid itself of the responsibilities forMtankllrdd®arkway. With the expansion of

the electric streetcars along Bank Street, the sulidivisiglebelands, and the creation of the Parkways along
the canal, this suburban community quickly grew during the first't@énatitiie 20

o rPlanniaghPérspectives. 4:1app-¥8 u |l t ur e : I
k e i Tho dCd nadabriéakdf eC a@ri it il n's

BTaylor, John. (19 )
¥YGordon, David L.A. @AF
Planning History2002;1;2957
20 f

Ibid.
2 bid.

o —h

10
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1.6 DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL PARK

Central Park was one of the first district parks created by lin@rotEwent Commission (OIC) in the early

20Century. A |l arge component of Frederick Toddos
comprised of regional par ks, subur banplgeingtheryand d
popular in the early"20e nt ur vy . The plan called for the devel o]

physical a red Comsistena With thebtleeare df the time, Todd felt that access to a variety of open
spaces (bm large natural parks or reserves to city parks and squares) would be beneficial not only to the citizel
Ottawa but it would be befitting of a caghal ¢tite s e | at e Victorian ideas abol
report,

i él ar g entaneddaest whidh can be set aside forever for the enjoyment of people who wish to ge
away for a day from the crowded city, who wish to wander in the woods where the wildest birds are at h

and where naturebés mosms#d0 carpet ‘is still luxur
Devel opment of APatterson Creek Parko was part of
empl oyed to i mplement his plan in the years foll
and Central Parkwab t i mat el y completed in 1912 as one of th
instead of following Toddés concept of mai nt ai nir
creek, filled it plantedWensral Park fwith@émaldlowerbeds andt patlevays. Then@IC
faced serious criticism for their i mplementation
architect and OI C Commi ssi on rdbéen tloheoas it sheuld M@ bee d i t |

domrde. 0O

2Todd, Frederick.. APreliminary Report to the Ottawa |1
ZGordon, David L.A. AFrederick G. Taaddad sa dadanaiidiea | Or i gi ns
Planning History2002;1;2957

#“Todd, Frederick.. APreliminary Report to the Ottawa |1
ZAnnotated version by Colbourne Meredith, OIC Commissi
Ottawa | mprovement Commi ssion. o0 August 1903.

11
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Figure 4: Proposed parks in Frederick Todd's report to the OIC®

Figure 5: Central Park, looking east, 1920s

Source: Library and Archives Canada

®Todd, Frederick.. APreliminary Report to the Ottawa I

12
































































































